Defeat of Pharnaces                   455
Rome required Caesar's presence A campaign in Asia would occupy more time than he could afford, and Pharnaces calculated that he must be gone in a few days 01 weeks The victory over Calvinus had strengthened his ambition of emulating his father He delayed his answer, shifted from place to place, and tried to protiact the correspondence till Csesar's impatience to be gone should bring him to agree to a compromise
Caesar cut short negotiations Pharnaces was at Zela, a town in the midst of mountains behind Trebi-zond, and the scene of a great victory which had been won by Mithndates over the Romans Csesar defied auguiies He seized a position at night on the biow of a hill dnectly opposite to the Armemau camp, and divided fiom it by a nairow valley As soon as day bioke the legions were busy mtienching with their spades and pickaxes Pharnaces, with the rashness which if it fails is madness, and if it succeeds is the intuition of genius, decided to fall on them at a moment when no sane person could rationally expect an attack, and Caesar could not restrain his astonishment when he saw the enemy pouring down the steep side of the ravine, and breasting the ascent on which he stood It was like the battle of Maubeuge over again, with the diffeieuce that he had here to deal with Asiatics, and not with the Nervii Theie was some confusion while the legions were exchanging their digging tools for their arms When the exchange had been made, there was no longer a battle, but a rout The Aimenians were hurled back down the hill, and slaughtered in masses at the bottom of it The camp was taken. Pharnaces escaped for the moment, and made his way into his own country;